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General overview 
The final year of DoLP has passed: this annual report includes 2019 and the first months of 2020, 

taking us to the very end of DoLP (in terms of funding at least). Considering that 2019 was the final 

full year of the project, the activities were very much colored by proposal writing to find means to 

drill even deeper into the socio-environmental dynamics of the Peloponnese peninsula. We did also 

see the publication of a number of major DoLP articles and the results of collaborative work. 

Outreach activities consisted primarily of participation in conferences and workshops.  

Research 
A major component of the work during 2019 was to prepare and submit proposals for funding to the 

major Swedish funding agencies and to the European Research Council – demanding a lot of time and 

energy from all DoLP participants. Following participation in workshops in 2017 and early 2019, 

articles were also prepared and submitted for publications based on these workshops, engaging the 

whole of DoLP. One article was submitted to the conference proceedings edited by Georg Ladstätter, 

Walter Gauss and Christoph Baier following the 2017 workshop “Similarities and differences in urban 

history, material culture and methodological approaches of three northern Peloponnesian poleis: 

Aigeira, Lousoi and Sikyon”. Two articles were prepared for the book, edited by Paul Erdkamp and 

Joe Manning, to follow the workshop “Climate and society in ancient worlds: diversity in collapse and 

resilience”. Martin finalized an article to the conference proceedings edited by Patrik Klingborg 

following the 2017 workshop “Going against the flow: Wells, Cisterns and Water in the Ancient 

Greece”. Martin also continued collaborative work on the Hermes Cave in Attica (conducted in 

collaboration with Ingmar Unkel, Kiel University and Tobias Kluge, Heidelberg University), which is 

now being formulated into a journal article. Two articles that have been very long in the making 

finally came to their conclusion. Anton and Martin finalized an article highlighting the role of climate 

change for land use in Hellenistic to Roman NE Peloponnese, which was submitted, revised and 

finally accepted by Antiquity in 2019. All DoLP participants were involved in revising an article once 

submitted to another journal, and then rejected, and submitting a new version of the paper 

presenting the results of the quantification of land use in the Peloponnese that was initiated already 

2016. The article was finalized, submitted to Journal of Land Use Science, revised, accepted and 

published, all within the first half of 2019. One should never give up!   

Fieldwork 
Anton conducted two sessions of fieldwork (ceramic studies and geophysical investigations) in 

relation to the excavation at the Poseidon sanctuary at Kalaureia/Poros (May-June and September, 

respectively), under the auspices of the Swedish institute at Athens. 

Work with the sediment core from Lerna continued with pollen analysis. DoLP contributed funds 

(courtesy of funds from Enboms donationsfond, Kungl. Vitterhetsakademien) for Alessia Masi and 

Cristiano Vignola to perform pollen counts after that samples were sent to Sapienza Rome. The study 

is conducted in collaboration with our colleagues at Stockholm University (Martina Hättestrand, Elin 

Norström and Christos Katrantsiotis) and the “Palaeo-Science and History” (PS&H) Independent Max 

Planck Research Group (PI: Adam Izdebski). 



After that the negative results from Andritsa Cave, two stalagmites from another cave in the region 

were dated and turned out to be positive for Holocene growth, and will be explored further. 

Outreach 
DoLP participated in the workshop on Integrated Landscape Analysis organized by the Global 

Historical Ecology Research Cluster at the department of Archaeology and Ancient History (Uppsala 

University).  

DoLP held a final in-house seminar at the Department of Archaeology and Ancient History in 

February, presenting the work done and results achieved and laid the outline of the final DoLP paper. 

The seminar was followed by a small reception to ‘celebrate’ the occasion!! 

Participation in conferences and workshops 
In March, Erika attended the workshop “Resilience, Environmental Change and Society Perspectives 

from History and Prehistory” at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Human History, Jena, and 

presented the paper “The lure of complexity: expansion periods and climate in Bronze Age Greece” 

(with Martin). 

In May, Erika, Anton and Martin all participated in the workshop “Climate and society in ancient 

worlds: diversity in collapse and resilience” in Brussels. Anton presented the paper “Contextualizing 

climate variability in Late Bronze Age Peloponnese (Greece)” and Erika the paper entitled 

“Contextualizing climate variability in Late Bronze Age Peloponnese (Greece)”. 

In October, Anton attended the conference “Local responses to the Roman impact on the Greek 

landscape” in Athens. He presented a paper entitled “Human-environment dynamics and 

(micro)regional landscape trajectories in the Hellenistic and Roman Peloponnese”. 

In November, Martin attended the workshop “All about caves” at Uppsala University, presenting the 

paper “Finding the right cave”. 

In January 2020, Erika and Martin attended the conference “The decline of Bronze Age civilisations in 

the Mediterranean: Cyprus and beyond”, without presenting a paper. 

Published papers 
In addition, 2019 was quite productive in terms of published papers, with two internal DoLP papers 

and six collaborative papers: 

Bonnier, A., Finné, M., Weiberg, E., 2019. Examining Land-Use through GIS-Based Kernel Density 

Estimation: A Re-Evaluation of Previously Published Survey Data from the Berbati-Limnes Area, 

Greece. Journal of Field Archaeology 44(2), 70-83.  https://doi.org/10.1080/00934690.2019.1570481 

Weiberg, E., Hughes, R.E., Finné, M., Bonnier, A., Kaplan, J.O., 2019. Mediterranean land use systems 

from prehistory to antiquity: a case study from Peloponnese (Greece). Journal of Land Use 

Science 14(1), 1-20. https://doi.org/10.1080/1747423X.2019.1639836 

Bini, M., Zanchetta, G., Persoiu, A., Cartier, R., Català, A., Cacho, I., Dean, J. R., Di Rita, F., Drysdale, R. 

N., Finné, M., Isola, I., Jalali, B., Lirer, F., Magri, D., Masi, A., Marks, L., Mercuri, A. M., Peyron, O., 

Sadori, L., Sicre, M.-A., Welc, F., Zielhofer, C., Brisset, E. 2019. The 4.2 ka BP Event in the 

Mediterranean Region: an overview. Climate of the Past. https://doi.org/10.5194/cp-2018-147    

Finné, M., Woodbridge, J., Labuhn, I., Roberts, N., 2019. Holocene hydro-climatic variability in the 

Mediterranean: A synthetic multi-proxy reconstruction. The Holocene 29(5), 847-

863. https://doi.org/10.1177/0959683619826634 

Katrantsiotis, C., Norström, E., Smittenberg, R., Finné, M., Weiberg, E., Hättestrand, M., Avramidis, A., 

Wastegård, S. 2019. Climate changes in the eastern Mediterranean over the last 5000 years and their 
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links to the high-latitude atmospheric patterns and Asian monsoons. Global and Planetary 

Change 175, 36-51. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloplacha.2019.02.001 

Knitter D., Günther G., Hamer W.B., Kessler, T., Sequin, J. Unkel, I., Weiberg, E., Duttmanm, R., 

Nakoinz, O. (2019) Land use patterns and climate change—a modeled scenario of the Late Bronze 

Age in Southern Greece. Environmental Research Letters 14(12): 125003. 

https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/ab5126  

Walsh, K., Berger, J.-F., Roberts, C. N., Vanniere, B., Ghilardi, M., Brown, A.G., Woodbridge, J., Lespez, 

L., Estrany, J., Glais, A., Palmisano, A., Finné, M., Verstraeten, G., 2019. Holocene demographic 

fluctuations, climate and erosion in the Mediterranean: A meta data-analysis. The Holocene 29(5), 

864-885. https://doi.org/10.1177/0959683619826637 

Weiberg, E., Bevan, A., Kouli, K., Katsianis, M., Woodbridge, J., Bonnier, A., Engel, M., Finné, M., Fyfe, 

R., Maniatis, Y., Palmisano, A., Panajiotidis, S., Roberts, N., Shennan, S., 2019. Long-term trends of 

land use and demography in Greece: A comparative study. The Holocene 29(5), 742-

760.  https://doi.org/10.1177/0959683619826641 

Woodbridge, J., Roberts, C. N., Palmisano, A., Bevan, A., Shennan, S., Fyfe, R., Eastwood, W., Izdebski, 

A., Cakirlar, C., Woldring, H., Broothaerts, N., Kaniewski, D., Finné, M., Labuhn, I., 2019. Pollen-

inferred regional vegetation patterns and demographic change in Southern Anatolia through the 

Holocene. The Holocene 29(5), 728-741. https://doi.org/10.1177/0959683619826635 

Outlook 
We are looking forward to the final publication of the articles produced during the year. We also 

have one final articles in the pipeline – one that will make full use of the long-term perspective of 

DoLP and discuss very similar patterns of land use change at the intersection between climate and 

society noted for the Bronze Age as well as for the historical periods. 

Collaborative work on the Lerna core will continue with the drafting of articles presenting the results 

of the pollen analyses.  

The proposal for an ERC Consolidator Grant took Erika to the second stage and an interview in 

Brussels but the proposal was not funded in the end. A revised version of the proposal was submitted 

in February 2020 and we keep our fingers crossed for a new shot at an interview and that this 

proposal will take us all the way. The project – CASE – is designed to take research into human-

environment dynamics in the Peloponnese (and beyond) to a new level, by combining resilience and 

vulnerability perspectives. Introducing the concept of diversity as an integrative tool and a new 

indicator framework for vulnerability assessments will allow us to identify resilience-building 

qualities in ancient societies and the tackle the question of causality. 

Although the ERC proposal was unsuccessful, a proposal submitted to the Swedish research Council 

based on a Bronze Age application of some parts of CASE was granted nearly 6 million SEK, and the 

project will be launched in April 2020, employing Erika and Martin for four years.  

Martin will take on this task in parallel with his new and permanent position as senior lecturer at the 

Department of Social and Economic Geography, Uppsala University! 

Anton will take the second half of 2020 to finish publication of previous and current field project, in 

combination with teaching. Applications for new funding are submitted and we keep our fingers 

crossed! 
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DoLP 2019 memories from conferences, office 

hours, ERC interview and a sunny day in Visby! 


